
Q & A for December 18, 2013 

 

Q. You stated at a county meeting that the county had purchased some more property adjacent 
to Meeks Park.   What will be the stated purpose of this property and how will it be utilized? 

A. Yes, we are very excited about this purchase of 7.75 acres off the Blue Ridge Highway adjacent 
to Meeks Park.  We have been trying to buy this property for several years and want to thank the Sid 
Chandler estate for being willing to work with us.   The primary purpose for the property will be to give 
access from the Blue ridge Highway to the rear of the park near Ft. Sorghum.  This will allow 
construction vehicles a way to get into the back side of the park and will also allow for overflow parking 
during festivals and events.  It can also be utilized for a sorghum cane field that could serve as a 
demonstration area or hands on area for the public to understand the growing and harvest side of 
making sorghum syrup. 

Q.   Are there other purposes that the new property might be utilized for? 

A.   The access off the old Blue Ridge Highway will be huge.  One of our long time projects that has 
been on our drawing board is the reconstruction of the old Tate Mill.   This was a gristmill that is well 
over 100 years old.  It now belongs to the Mike Thompson family.  This mill was located near the North 
Carolina state line, and had long since fallen into gross disrepair.  The waterwheel had long ago rotted 
out, and the building was beginning to fall in on the equipment.  With the help of Rickey Davenport, 
Junior Bridges, Brian Ledford and several others, they successfully removed the old mill equipment from 
the building and it has been in storage for a few years awaiting the right location to be reconstructed. 

Q.   Where will the new mill be reconstructed in Meeks Park? 

A.   If you walk in the park, you may have noticed the old rock wall on the south side of Butternut 
Creek near where it runs into the Nottely River below the Dobson Bridge.  This wall is the remains of the 
old Harshaw Mill once located along the banks of Butternut Creek.  We hope to rebuild the Tate Mill just 
across the creek and slightly above this site, within about 200' of the original location.  The new mill site 
will be located out of the flood plain and will require an alternate water supply, but will be an awesome 
addition to Meeks Park and our community.  Can you imagine seeing the waterwheel in operation again, 
making corn meal in the park.  It is one of our dreams. 

Q.  Will it be a replica of the old Tate mill when rebuilt? 

A.   The goal will be to maintain the look and feel of the old Tate Mill as much as possible and also 
make the facility where the public will be able to safely view the operation.  We are incredibly lucky that 
the Elmer and Mike Thompson families gave us all the inner workings of the mill.  There are many 
detailed photos of how it was set up and drawings have been done to replicate the original operation. 

Q.   When will the county actually reconstruct the new mill? 

A.   We hope to begin this coming year and at least get all the concrete and foundational work done 
with hopes of completing the mill in 2015.  It will be a very exciting project that we will all be proud of. 

 

 



 

Q.   Do you have any history of the old Harshaw Mill that was located in Meeks Park?  

A. While we know the name of the old mill site, we have been unable to find anyone who actually 
remembers the mill or anything about it.  We are still hoping that a long lost photo will show up some 
day.  If anyone has any information even second or third hand, please let us know at the courthouse at 
706-439-6000. 

Q. Is it necessary for the County to be buying more property next to the Park? 

A. We are looking to the future when it will be necessary to expand the park and add new features 
as the county grows.  We think Meeks Park is a wonderful facility and we are always looking for ways to 
improve and expand the park for the enjoyment of Union County citizens and others who visit, now and 
in the future.   So yes, we will always be looking for opportunities to improve Meeks Park, as it has 
become one of the precious jewels in our crown. 

 


